


My Dear Friends, 
Many times after an emergency situation has been resolved and all of the 

emergency personnel have left the scene, a family member or friend of the 
victim or victims often look around to offer their sincere “thank you” to all 
those special emergency “earth angels” who have rushed to their side to 
help them.  As quickly as they came to help, they leave the emergency scene 
to prepare for their next emergency call.  Such is the dedicated life of our 
police officers, firefighters, medical technicians, 911 communicators, nurses, 
disaster workers, and of course, our military personnel. 

It truly takes a very special person to dedicate their life as an emergency 
first responder.  The profession requires a great deal. Many hours of training 
and retraining are needed to keep up with the latest technologies and  
procedures. A great deal of courage is needed to handle major life or death 
situations on a regular basis; a quality many would run away from rather 
than face head on.  Last, but not least, these special individuals sacrifice a 
great deal personally, spending much time away from their loved ones –  
often unable to take vacations or spend a special holiday with their families. 
All add stresses to the job. Yet in spite of these daily challenges, these  
special individuals place their lives on the line for us each and every day – 
365 days a year, 24 hours per day – without expecting anything in return; not 
even a “thank you”! 

On September 8th, 2007 at the High Falls Festival Site in the City of  
Rochester, I am inviting every individual who has ever been helped by an 
emergency first responder, along with their families, to come together to 
openly say a collective “thank you”. Thank you to the many dedicated  
emergency first responders for their tireless efforts; thank you to their very 
special families who support their loved ones in their role as emergency first 
responders; and last, but not least, thank you to all of the men and woman 
who are no longer with us who created and built our emergency service 
programs into what they are today – the finest emergency services in the 
world! 

Beyond September 8th, 2007, I seek our community’s support in  
designing and building this area’s first living memorial/museum. Dedicated 
to our  region’s emergency first responders, this special place will allow us 
to preserve our rich and dedicated past; maintain a visible presence today; 
as well as educate, build, and secure the future of emergency services and 
that of our loved ones. 
 
Most sincerely yours, 
 
Dean Ashton 
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 Agenda 
Noon—5:00 P.M. 

Attractions include: 
• A flag-raising ceremony at noon. 
• The Elite Rescue Unit of the City of Rochester Fire  

Department with a demonstration of a repelling  
rescue off the Platt Street Bridge. Schedule time  
2:00 PM. 

• The West Webster Fire Department and Monroe  
Ambulance with a simulation of a vehicle crash and 
rescue. Schedule time 3PM. 

• The North Greece Fire Department with a Smoke/Safe 
House demonstration. 

• Six antique fire trucks on display. 

Also: 
• Come sign your name on the largest "Thank You" 

Card, presented by Lisa's Hallmark Cards. 
• Contribute to the Living Memorial Wall. Bring a  

photograph of a loved one who has served a branch of 
emergency services in the Rochester area and include 
a brief bio on the back. 

• Browse displays/vendors with safety-related products 
and services. 

• Satisfy your hunger at the food & beverage tent. 
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Be sure to check out our newsletter on the web. The  
September 2007 issue profiles Mary Pakusch—the “face of 
all victims” who collectively thank the good works of  
Emergency Responders of the Rochester area. Go to 
www.emsresponders.org and follow the Download our 
newsletter link. 

Please support these fine businesses as they supported us in a 
BIG way: 

• Better Light and Power 
• Emergency Communications Department 911 
• Emergency Services Communications 
• Gail Fowler (A member of the Survivors' Network and  

a volunteer for the National Fallen Firefighters  
Foundation) 

• Gates Fire District 
• HDL Services 
• Hoselton Automotive 
• Jim Barton Hots 
• Jimmy Macs Bar & Grill 
• Jim's Towing Service 
• Lisa's Hallmark Cards  
• Miller Brick Company 
• Monroe County Fire Wire 
• Mortgage Innovations Group, LLC 
• Omni Security Inc. / ADT 
• Roberts Wesleyan College 
• Rochester Beer & Beverage 
• Rochester Cares 
• Temple's Bar & Grill 
• West Webster Fire District 
• White Light Communications 
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